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of Germany, who had revolted because the emperor
wanted to prevent them from carrying out the Refor-
mation in their own territories. He sent secret agents
to the Sultan, in order to urge him to make war against
Charles V., and in 1534 he concluded a treaty with
him, in which they agreed together to attack Italy.
He encouraged the Lutheran princes, and at Schmal-
kalden, in 1535, he signed a treaty with them whereby
he pledged himself to furnish them with money and
troops. These two alliances of a Catholic king with
the Sultan of the infidels and with heretic princes
caused a great scandal. The Turks were at that time
a formidable enemy for all Christendom; their armies
had penetrated even into Austria; the pirates of Al-
giers and Tunis, who called themselves subjects of
the Sultan, scoured the Mediterranean, captured ships,
ravaged the shores of Italy and of Spain, and brought
back thousands of Christian captives, whom they sold
as slaves, or whom they forced to work in their gal-
leys. As for the Lutheran princes, they were in open
revolt against the pope, whom they called Anti-Christ.

It was with such allies that Francis I. again began
the conflict. Charles V. was able to put himself for-
ward as the defender of the Christians against the
power of the Moslems, and as the protector of the
Catholic religion against the heretics. A fleet of Mos-
lem pirates, together with a French fleet, came-down
upon the coast at Nice, and Francis I. ordered the
inhabitants of Toulon to give up their city to the
pirates for their use as winter quarters (1543).

The war lasted from 1536 to 1546 (with an interrup-
tion) ; it had no result of any importance. Francis I.